. A small proportion of strains exhibit aerial hyphae on all colonies. Only 2 of the 24 strains examined have not been seen to form aerial hyphae. Subcultures from a colony with aerial hyphae exhibit this property consistently on all or nearly all colonies, whereas transfers from smooth-surface colonies Formation of filamentous microcolonies and aerial hyphae by this mycobacterium adds to its already established multifaceted relationships. Its slow growth, high temperature optimum for growth, and pathogenicity for birds relate it to M. avium; its filamentous microcolonies relate it to rapid growers like M. fortuitum; the aerial hyphae strengthen the already strong bonds uniting mycobacteria and nocardiae.
